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and social life, in subordinating politics to economics and in
emphasizing the importance of scientific and technical pro-
gress, they constitute, in historical perspective^ a half-way
house to the more materialistic and more pessimistic doctrines
of later Socialism. Their influence on later thought and de-
velopments was far-reaching but diffused. They were the pro-
phets but not the law-givers. They stimulated thought and gave
a bias to it, without determining the precise lines it was to fol-
low or the eventual shape it was to assume. Even whilst repudi-
ating the methods of violence and revolution, they infused a
new measure of idealism and reforming enthusiasm into the
'revolutionary tradition', which was never to be completely
obliterated. It is perhaps best expressed in Saint-Simon's own
remark: cThe golden age lies not in the past but in the future.'1
There are different nuances of belief between Saint-Simon
and Fourier which are relevant to our argument. If one was
the heir of the Encyclopaedists—rationalist and utilitarian in
temper—the other was the heir of Rousseau and the Roman-
tics, more wayward and baroque, exalting as his ideal the small,
intense community of equal individuals. Both kinds of mental-
ity and outlook had their counterparts in later Socialist thought.
But in practical effectiveness both had to yield to the more
clear-cut, drastic teaching of Louis Blanc and the other pion-
eers of State Socialism. Just as the early revolutionaries had
been submerged by the omnicompetent state of the Jacobins,
so the early Socialists were soon displaced by those social re-
formers who looked to the State as the inevitable agency of
reform.
This second great wave of Socialist ideas is the true product
of industrialism. It is essentially an analysis of the new indus-
trial society which had begun to take shape by the second
quarter of the nineteenth century. Gonstantin Pecqueur began
to contend that 'The aim is for everybody to have his own
proper function within the State or, better, within his own pro-
fession,, every profession being under the direct supervision of
1 There are useful anthologies of the writings of Saint-Simon and
Fourier in Albert Bayet et Francois Albert: Les &rivains Politiques du
XlXe. si&cle (1935) and E. Poisson: Fourier (1932).

